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One Peace Books was founded in 2006 to translate and publish Japanese entertainment 
and literature for a North American audience. As the brainchild of successful Japanese 
publisher Sanctuary Books, One Peace Books occupies a unique place in the publishing 
industry—able to fully leverage the connections and industry knowledge to publish 
Japanese literature in translation. 

As One Peace Books has grown, we’ve utilized those connections and passions to expand 
our publishing model to include original publications by other artists and writers as well. 
It is our hope in this way to act as a bridge between cultures. Publishing both Japanese 
translations and original publications is, in our own small way, an attempt to show that it 
truly is not language or borders that divide us. 

As our catalog of North American titles expands, our relationship with our Japanese 
founders will allow the door to swing both ways by introducing our original North American 
publications back into Asia—our own small contribution to a more interconnected world 
built on mutual respect. We believe that art and entertainment is an infectious, necessary, 
endlessly enjoyable way to bring diverse sets of people together to share in a singular 
cause or emotion. 

One World. One Love. One Peace.

WHO IS ONE PEACE BOOKS?



Available to order from Ingram, Baker & Taylor, and SCB Distributors: 800-729-6423

Published by One Peace Books, Inc. 43-32 22nd St. Long Island City, NY 11101 T: 718-482-9100   |   

THE HAT BOYZ
BY ERICK PEPPER RIVERA
ISBN: 978-1-64273-037-1
Paperback   |   $16.95   |   160 pages   |   6 X 9 in.   
Graphic Novel  |  On sale  10.08.19

Benny, a half black, half Mexican teenager, is awaiting 
a letter from the court to find out if he’ll be sent to an 
affluent neighborhood to live with his father. But before 
the letter arrives, he’s extorted by his mother’s boyfriend. 
Now he has to sell drugs to keep his addicted mother out 
of prostitution. The only thing is, he doesn’t know how. 
Only his street-smart Chicano friend Indie can help out. 
To finish the job, the two attend a backyard punk show in 
South Central LA. But when things go wrong, Benny comes 
face to face with the LAPD in an uncompromising situation.

Written by a Watts native, The Hat Boyz explores the world 
of a naïve young man growing up in America and the 
relationship of a historically underserved community with 
the police.

ERICK PEPPER RIVERA is a composer and cartoonist. As 
a Watts native, his work often explores the relationship 
between art and society. Rivera is a member of the Los 
Angeles-based collective The Tables which produces music 
videos, infomercials, comics, short films, and a podcast. He 
graduated with a BFA from the California Institute of the Arts. 
Erick currently writes music for picture and draws comics/
zines in Los Angeles, where he lives with his wife and lazy dog.

RACISM AND POLICE BRUTALITY—
A YOUNG MAN GROWS UP IN AMERICA

What to know:

• Similar titles like The Hate U Give have grown 
  in popularity in recent years, becoming best-
  sellers
• Police abuse and brutatlity of minorities have 
  been a hot button in the news; The Hat Boyz 
  explores this from the perspective of the 
  abused
• This graphic novel was written by a Los 
  Angeles, Watts native
• This graphic novel draws attention to 
  the realities of living in an underserved 
  neighborhood

Marketing:
• Review media and award submissions
• Author appearances and signings at events 
  and conventions in the LA metro area
• Social media and community outreach
• New York Comic Con 2019 promotion



Available to order from Ingram, Baker & Taylor, and SCB Distributors: 800-729-6423

Published by One Peace Books, Inc. 43-32 22nd St. Long Island City, NY 11101 T: 718-482-9100   |   

HINAMATSURI
VOLUME 1, 2, 3

BY MASAO OHTAKE

Vol. 1:  978-1-64273-005-0
Vol. 2:  978-1-64273-012-8
Vol. 3:  978-1-64273-015-9
Paperback   |   $11.95   |     5X7 in.   |   Fiction   |   Now on sale!

HINAMATSURI
VOLUMES 4, 5, 6
BY MASAO OHTAKE
Vol. 4:  978-1-64273-030-2   |  On sale 08.13.19
Vol. 5:  978-1-64273-031-9   |  On sale 10.15.19
Vol. 6:  978-1-64273-032-6   |  On sale 01.14.20
Paperback   |   $11.95   |   5 X 7 in.   |  Manga

It has been some time since Hina first used her immense powers to threaten 
Nitta and claim a spot in his home—settling into her new life in modern Japan 
and spending most of her time lazing about. But now, something seems to 
have changed. First, Hina’s inner hard-rockin’ spirit begins to thrash out. Then, 
she gets herself involved in the world of shady lending. And finally, she starts 
. . . taking lessons in social etiquette and the arts? What on earth has gotten 
into this girl?!

MASAO OHTAKE is the author of the hit manga Hinamatsuri. It has been 
adapted into an animated series that is now airing.

YAKUZA THUG MEETS SCHOOLGIRL WITH SUPER 
POWERS!

What to know:
•  Adapted into an animated series presently airing!
•  Large following with strong fanbase already 
    established in the US!
•  English fan sites, wikis, English Wikipedia page,    
    and online buzz already established for series!

Available at Diamond Comics Distributors: Diamond item number:  
VOL 1:  JUL182444 F 
VOL 2:  DEC182355 
VOL 3:  APR192306  |  Diamond Retailer Customer Service: (443) 318-8500



Available to order from Ingram, Baker & Taylor, and SCB Distributors: 800-729-6423

Published by One Peace Books, Inc. 43-32 22nd St. Long Island City, NY 11101 T: 718-482-9100   |   

I HEAR THE SUNSPOT: LIMIT
VOLUME 2
BY YUKI FUMINO
ISBN:  978-1-64273-028-9
Paperback   |   $12.95   |  260  pages   |   5 X 7 in.   |  
Manga  |  On sale 09.17.19

“You rescued me from a world without sound. If it wasn’t for 
you, I never would’ve known the world was such an amazing 
place!”

Kohei is a college student who, because of his hearing 
loss, tends to distance himself from others. His attitude 
starts to change after he crosses paths with an ever-
optimistic classmate named Taichi. And over time, the 
two begin to develop feelings for each other. As the 
story continues, the pair tries to balance their budding 
relationship alongside Taichi’s inspiring new career and 
Kohei’s continued studies at school. But the harder they 
try to make things work, the more misunderstandings 
they seem to encounter.

YUKI FUMINO’S first manga, I Hear the Sunspot, received 
a great deal of attention upon its publication in 2014, 
quickly leading to the development of a feature film. 
The exceptional talent on display in her debut project 
has made her one of the most watched and up-coming 
manga-ka in the BL world.

A BEAUTIFUL JOURNEY INTO THE 
HEART OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE GAY 
AND LIVE WITH A DISABILITY.

What to know:

•  Voted Best Graphic Novel for Teens 2018 & 2019   
  —ALA
•  A major motion picture based on the manga was   
   released in 2017. 
•  It has been translated into six languages. 
•  Positive LGBTQ+ issues.

Available at Diamond Comics Distributors:
Diamond item number:  SEP182291 F

Diamond Retailer Customer Service: 
(443) 318-8500

I HEAR THE SUNSPOT
VOLUME 01

ISBN: 978-1-64273-004-3
Paperback   |   $12.95   |   5X7 in.   |   Manga   |   Now on sale!

DON’T FORGET TO PICK UP THE EXCITING SEQUELS 
FOR THIS HIT SERIES! 
SEQUELS CAN BE FOUND ON PAGE 15



Available to order from Ingram, Baker & Taylor, and SCB Distributors: 800-729-6423

Published by One Peace Books, Inc. 43-32 22nd St. Long Island City, NY 11101 T: 718-482-9100   |   

THE RISING OF THE SHIELD HERO
THE MANGA COMPANION VOLUME 12
BY  AIYA KYU
ORIGINAL STORY BY ANEKO YUSAGI
CHARACTER DESIGN BY MINAMI SEIRA
Vol. 12: 978-1-64273-033-3  |  On Sale 12.10.19
Paperback   |   $11.95   |   5X7 in.   |   Manga 

THE MANGA COMPANION TO THE SHIELD HERO 
UNIVERSE!

After Rishia becomes the newest member of Naofumi’s party, they set 
out to begin a unique type of training in hopes of growing stronger. 
But just as they’re getting started, Naofumi receives a request from 
the queen—mysterious monsters have begun to appear and she wants 
him to take care of them!

ANEKO YUSAGI was born in Kanagawa. After growing interested in 
reading and gaming, Aneko began to write novels. Aneko wrote The 
Rising of the Shield Hero and began posting it online. After updating 
the story daily, an unprecedented amount of readers became addicted 
to the rapid pace of the advancing story, and the novel became an on-
line hit. It was first collected and published by Media Factory in Japan 
in August of 2013. Aneko Yusagi was recently quoted saying, “I will 
rise and find great success in life.”

THE RISING OF THE SHIELD HERO
THE MANGA COMPANION SERIES

ISBN: 978-1-935548-70-6
Paperback   |   $11.95   |   5X7 in.   |   Manga   |   Now on sale!

DON’T FORGET TO PICK UP THE REST OF THIS 
TREMENDOUSLY POPULAR SERIES! 
PREVIOUS VOLUMES CAN BE FOUND ON PAGE 13

What to know:

• Shield Hero series is now an anime!
• Originally a web novel, it received over 6 million views!
• The English editions for the have sold over 90,000 copies in 
   the US alone!!
• Translated into eight different languages!
• Massive fan base already exists for the series worldwide!



FEATURED BACKLIST

THE REPRISE OF THE SPEAR HERO
THE MANGA COMPANION VOLUME 01

ISBN: 978-1-64273-034-0
Paperback   |   $11.95   |   176 pages   |   5X7 in.   |   Fiction
On sale 11.12.19

Don’t like the outcome? Then start over and do it again! An 
exhilarating, new otherworldly redemption fantasy begins 
in this spin-off of the massively popular otherworldly 
fantasy, the Rising of the Shield Hero! Motoyasu Kitamura 
is summoned to another world to serve as the Spear Hero, 
but something eventually manages to kill him. When he 
dies Motoyasu suddenly finds himself back on the day he 
was first summoned to the new world—without losing any 
of his power! It’s the start of a new game in god mode! This 
time he’s determined to get things right—for the sake of his 
beloved Filo-tan, the magnificent filolials, and his “father,” 
the Shield Hero.

ANEKO YUSAGI was born in Kanagawa. After growing 
interested in reading and gaming, Aneko began to write novels. 
Aneko wrote The Rising of the Shield Hero and began posting 
it online. After updating the story daily, an unprecedented 
amount of readers became addicted to the rapid pace of the 
advancing story, and the novel became an online hit. It was 
first collected and published by Media Factory in Japan in 
August of 2013. Aneko Yusagi was recently quoted saying, 
“I will rise and find great success in life.”

THE SPIN-OFF OF THE WILDLY POPULAR 
SHIELD HERO FANTASY SERIES!

What to know:

• Shield Hero series is now an anime!
• Originally a web novel, it received   
   over 6 million views!
• The printed English editions for the light   
   novel have sold over 90,000 copies in 
   the US alone!!
• Translated into eight different
   languages!
• Massive fan base already exists for 
   the series worldwide!

BY  NEET
ORIGINAL STORY BY ANEKO YUSAGI
CHARACTER DESIGN BY MINAMI SEIRA

Available to order from Ingram, Baker & Taylor, and SCB Distributors: 800-729-6423

Published by One Peace Books, Inc. 43-32 22nd St. Long Island City, NY 11101 T: 718-482-9100   |   



Available to order from Ingram, Baker & Taylor, and SCB Distributors: 800-729-6423

Published by One Peace Books, Inc. 43-32 22nd St. Long Island City, NY 11101 T: 718-482-9100   |   

THE RISING OF THE SHIELD HERO
BY ANEKO YUSAGI

VOLUME 01 - 16

Vol. 01 ISBN: 978-1-935548-72-0
Vol. 02 ISBN: 978-1-935548-78-2 
Vol. 03 ISBN: 978-1-935548-66-9
Vol. 04 ISBN: 978-1-935548-65-2
Vol. 05 ISBN: 978-1-935548-67-6
Vol. 06 ISBN: 978-1-935548-56-0
Vol. 07 ISBN: 978-1-944937-25-6
Vol. 08 ISBN: 978-1-944937-26-3
Vol. 09 ISBN: 978-1-944937-25-6
Vol. 10 ISBN: 978-1-944937-26-3
Vol. 11 ISBN: 978-1-944937-46-1
Vol. 12 ISBN: 978-1-944937-95-9
Vol. 13 ISBN: 978-1-944937-96-6
Vol. 14 ISBN: 978-1-64273-018-0
Vol. 15 ISBN: 978-1-64273-019-7
Vol. 16 ISBN: 978-1-64273-020-3

THE RISING OF THE SHIELD HERO
THE MANGA COMPANION VOLUME  1 - 11

BY  AIYA KYU
ORIGINAL STORY BY ANEKO YUSAGI
CHARACTER DESIGN BY MINAMI SEIRA

Vol. 01 ISBN: 978-1-935548-70-6
Vol. 02 ISBN: 978-1-935548-89-8
Vol. 03 ISBN: 978-1-935548-90-4
Vol. 04 ISBN: 978-1-935548-94-2
Vol. 05 ISBN: 978-1-935548-54-6
Vol. 06 ISBN: 978-1-944937-10-2
Vol. 07 ISBN: 978-1-944937-27-0
Vol. 08 ISBN: 978-1-944937-47-8
Vol. 09 ISBN: 978-1-944937-97-3
Vol. 10 ISBN: 978-1-64273-016-6
Vol. 11 ISBN: 978-1-64273-017-3

Also available at Diamond Comics Distributors:

Diamond item numbers:
Vol. 01:  JUL151480
Vol. 02:  AUG151626

Diamond Retailer Customer Service: 
(443) 318-8500

Also available at Diamond Comics Distributors: 

Diamond item numbers:
Manga Companion Vol. 01: SEP151509 
Manga Companion Vol. 02: FEB161702
Manga Companion Vol. 03: MAR161586
Manga Companion Vol. 04: MAY161660
Manga Companion Vol. 05: AUG161791
Manga Companion Vol. 06: MAR171951
Manga Companion Vol. 07: SEP171788
Manga Companion Vol. 08: MAR181785
Manga Companion Vol. 09: MAY182251 F
Manga Companion Vol. 10: FEB192287
Manga Companion Vol. 11: MAR192298
Diamond Retailer Customer Service: (443) 318-8500

Naofumi Iwatani, an uncharismatic Otaku who spends his days on games and manga, suddenly finds himself sum-
moned to a parallel universe! He discovers he is one of four heroes equipped with legendary weapons and tasked 
with saving the world from its prophesied destruction. As the Shield Hero, the weakest of the heroes, all is not as it 
seems. Naofumi is soon alone, penniless, and betrayed. With no one to turn to, and nowhere to run, he is left with 
only his shield. Now, Naofumi must rise to become the legendary Shield Hero and save the world!

Backlist Backlist Available to order from Ingram, Baker & Taylor, and SCB Distributors: 800-729-6423

Published by One Peace Books, Inc. 43-32 22nd St. Long Island City, NY 11101 T: 718-482-9100   |   

THE MUST HAVE COLLECTION: THE RISING OF THE SHIELD HERO SERIES!



Available to order from Ingram, Baker & Taylor, and SCB Distributors: 800-729-6423
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Backlist

I HEAR THE SUNSPOT &
I HEAR THE SUNSPOT: 
THEORY OF HAPPINESS
BY YUKI FUMINO
ISBN: 978-1-944937-30-0 / ISBN: 978-1-944937-41-6
Paperback   |   $12.95 / 13.95   |   200 / 312  pages   |   5 X 7 in.   |  Now on 
sale!

DON’T MISS THE EXCITING PREQUELS IN THIS 
AMAZING SERIES!

Available at Diamond Comics Distributors:
Diamond item numbers:  
I Hear the Sunspot: JUN171829
Theory of Happines:  DEC171707

Diamond Retailer Customer Service: (443) 318-8500

What to know:

•  Voted Best Graphic Novel for Teens 2018 —ALA
•  A major motion picture based on the manga was   
   released in 2017. 
•  It has been translated into six languages. 
•  Positive LGBTQ+ issues.

THE REPRISE OF THE SPEAR HERO
VOLUME 1
BY ANEKO YUSAGI
ISBN: 978-1-64273-003-6
Paperback   |   $13.95   |   350 pages   |   5X7 in.   |   Fiction
On sale now!

Summoned to another world to serve as the Spear Hero, 
Motoyasu Kitamura is a pitiful young man who eventually 
finds himself only able to love filolials. But after being fatally 
injured in battle, Motoyasu wakes up yet again in the exact 
circumstances of when he was first summoned. It turns out 
that his spear possesses an ability known as Time Reversal! 
With his stats unaffected by the reset, Motoyasu decides to 
fight once more. His motivation: to once again see the smile 
of Filo, the filolial that he loves more than any other! Could 
this be considered the start of a new game in god mode?! The 
long-awaited otherworldly redemption fantasy begins!

ANEKO YUSAGI was born in Kanagawa. After growing inter-
ested in reading and gaming, Aneko began to write novels. 
Aneko wrote The Rising of the Shield Hero and began post-
ing it online. After updating the story daily, an unprecedented 
amount of readers became addicted to the rapid pace of the 
advancing story, and the novel became an online hit. It was 
first collected and published by Media Factory in Japan in 
August of 2013. Aneko Yusagi was recently quoted saying, 
“I will rise and find great success in life.”

THE SPIN-OFF OF THE WILDLY POPULAR 
SHIELD HERO FANTASY SERIES!

What to know:

• Shield Hero series is now an anime!
• Originally a web novel, it received   
   over 6 million views!
• The printed English editions for the light   
   novel have sold over 90,000 copies in 
   the US alone!!
• Translated into eight different
   languages!
• Massive fan base already exists for 
   the series worldwide!



Available at Diamond Comics Distributors: 
Diamond item numbers: 
Vol. 01  JUL172025
Vol. 02  JUL182444 F

Diamond Retailer Customer Service: (443) 318-8500

MIKAGURA SCHOOL SUITE
BY SAYUKI 
ORIGINAL STORY BY LAST NOTE.

Vol. 1: 978-1-944937-34-8
Vol. 2: 978-1-944937-98-0
Vol. 3: 978-1-944937-99-7
Hardcover   |   $11.95   |  5 X 7 in.   |  Manga 

Eruna Ichinomiya is preparing to enter high school, but there’s just one 
problem–none of the schools interest her! The uniforms are all too boring, 
until she discovers Mikagura Academy. After Eruna miraculously passes the 
entrance exam, she discovers that Mikagura Academy isn’t a typical school. 
Mikagura Academy only allows students to form culture-themed school clubs, 
participation in those clubs is compulsory, and there is a battle system where 
students must compete with each other as representatives of their clubs. Now 
Eruna must discover her own power and win her first battle!

Last Note. is a well-known vocaloid artist, who created the popular composition 
TensionMax. This music was the basis for inspiration behind the light novel 
series Mikagura School Suite, which has subsequently spawned both a manga 
and hit animated series.

What to know:

•  Hit animated series now airing on 
   Funimation in North America. 
•  English wiki, wikipedia, community 
   and fan web sites.
•  Translated into five languages. 

BASED ON THE HIT VOCALOID SENSATION!

BacklistAvailable to order from Ingram, Baker & Taylor, and SCB Distributors: 800-729-6423

Published by One Peace Books, Inc. 43-32 22nd St. Long Island City, NY 11101 T: 718-482-9100   |   
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BLUES FOR LADY DAY
THE STORY OF BILLIE HOLIDAY
BY PAOLO PARISI
ISBN: 978-1-64273-021-0
Paperback   |   $14.95   |   112 pages   |   7 X 10 in.   
Graphic Novel  |  On sale  now!

Billie Holiday, one of the greatest jazz singers of all time, 
had a troubled life: a childhood in poverty, brothels, jail, 
broken love, and a dependence on alcohol and heroin. 
Her first performances in the night clubs of prohibitionist 
America was where her pioneering vocal style was born—
later to become a lasting influence on jazz, pop, and mod-
ern music to this day.

Performing with jazz legends such as Lester Young, Louis 
Armstrong, Count Basie, and Artie Shaw, she became a true 
American icon. This graphic novel, told through short bio-
graphical fragments, is the story of Lady Day.

PAOLO PARISI is a professional graphic designer, illustrator, 
and artist who regularly collaborates with major Italian pub-
lishers. He has worked with companies in countries all over 
the globe, including England, France, Japan, Denmark, Brazil, 
and the United States. His latest graphic novels are Coltrane 
and Blues for Lady Day. He has also collaborated with London-
based music label Soul Jazz Records. Paolo currently lives in 
Rome, Italy.

DISCOVER A TRUE AMERICAN ICON!

What to know:

• Billie Holiday is one of the greatest jazz 
   singers of all time; she is an American icon.
• Strange Fruit, Holiday’s song, has become an 
   anthem against racism and discrimination.
• Jazz is entering a new Golden Age thanks to 
   popular artists such as Kendrick Lamar.
• This is a story of an African American icon 
   struggling with addiction, poverty, and racism 
   in America.

Available at Diamond Comics Distributors: 
Diamond item numbers: FEB192286

Diamond Retailer Customer Service: (443) 318-8500



Available to order from Ingram, Baker & Taylor, and SCB Distributors: 800-729-6423

Published by One Peace Books, Inc. 43-32 22nd St. Long Island City, NY 11101 T: 718-482-9100   |   

MY FIRST KAFKA 
RUNAWAYS, RODENTS & GIANT BUGS
BY MATTHUE ROTH 
ILLUSTRATED BY ROHAN DANIEL EASON

ISBN: 978-1-935548-25-6
Hard cover   |   $18.95   |   32 pages   |   8X10 in.   |  Children’s 
Picture Book / JUV Fiction

Runaway children who meet up with monsters. A giant 
talking bug. A secret world of mouse-people. The stories 
of Franz Kafka are wondrous and nightmarish, miraculous 
and scary. In My First Kafka, storyteller Matthue Roth and 
artist Rohan Daniel Eason adapt three Kafka stories into 
startling, creepy, fun stories for all ages. With My First Kaf-
ka, the master storyteller takes his rightful place alongside 
Maurice Sendak, Edward Gorey, and Lemony Snicket as a 
literary giant for all ages.

MATTHUE ROTH  is a writer and video game designer. His 
first novel, Never Mind the Goldbergs, was nominated as 
an ALA Best Book and named a Best Book by the New York 
Public Library. He co-produced the irreverent animated Bi-
ble series G-dcast, and his screenplay 1/20 was produced 
as a feature film. He lives in Brooklyn with his wife, the chef 
Itta Roth, and their children, and he keeps a secret diary at 
www.matthue.com.

ROHAN DANIEL EASON  studied Fine Art Painting in Kings-
ton, London in 2000. On graduating he turned to fashion, 
creating fabric prints and concepts for Italian designer, 
Annette Olivieri. Rohan creates images for editorial media, 
publishing, and advertising. He is the illustrator of Geoff 
Cox’s Anna and the Witch’s Bottle and James Palumbo’s 
Tancredi. Rohan presently lives in London, England.

3 KAFKA STORIES REIMAGINED FOR 
ALL AGES

“The adaptation is so smooth, and the sto-
ries so naturally eerie and imaginative, that 
if it rhymed one would assume Seuss wrote 
it.” 
— The New Yorker

“Creepy Cute.”
— WIRED

“Matthue Roth continues to astound with his 
brilliance and novelty. Everything he touches 
turns to mystical and delightful artistic gold. 
Fearless, funny, and fantastically fantasti-
cal.” 
— Mayim Bialik, Ph.D., actress, The Big 
Bang Theory

Backlist Backlist Available to order from Ingram, Baker & Taylor, and SCB Distributors: 800-729-6423
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SCHOOLGIRL 
BY OSAMU DAZAI 
TRANSLATED BY ALLISON MARKIN POWELL

ISBN: 978-1-935548-08-9
Paperback  |   $ 11.95   |   104 pages   |   5X7 in.   |  Fiction

Essentially the start of Dazai’s career, Schoolgirl gained notoriety for 
its ironic and inventive use of language. Now it illuminates the prev-
alent social structures of a lost time, as well as the struggle of the 
individual against them—a theme that occupied Dazai’s life both per-
sonally and professionally. This new translation preserves the playful 
language of the original and offers the reader a new window into the 
mind of one of the greatest Japanese authors of the 20th century.

NIGHT ON THE GALACTIC RAILROAD 
AND OTHER STORIES FROM IHATOV
BY KENJI MIYAZAWA 

ISBN: 978-1-935548-35-5
Paperback  |   $ 11.95   |   112 pages   |   5X7 in.   |  Fiction

Kenji Miyazawa (1896-1933) is one of Japan’s most beloved writers 
and poets, known particularly for his sensitive and symbolist children’s 
fiction. This volume collects stories which focus on Miyazawa’s love of 
space and his use of the galaxy as a metaphor for the concepts of pu-
rity, self-sacrifice and faith which were near and dear to his heart. “The 
Nighthawk Star” follows an lowly bird as he struggles to transform 
himself into something greater, a constellation in the night sky; “Signal 
& Signal-less” depicts a pair of star-crossed train signals who dream of 
eloping to the moon; and “Night on the Galactic Railroad,” Miyazawa’s 
most famous work, tells the story of two boys as they journey upon a 
train that traverses the cosmos, learning the true meaning of friend-
ship, happiness and life itself along the way.
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WHISPERED WORDS 
BY TAKASHI IKEDA 
Vol. 01   |   ISBN: 978-1-935548-45-4
Vol. 02   |   ISBN: 978-1-935548-57-7
Vol. 03   |   ISBN: 978-1-935548-87-4
Paperback   |   $16.95   |   480 pages   |   5X7 in.   |   Manga

Whispered Words is the story of two high school girls, 
Sumika and Ushio. One is in love with the other, but un-
able to confess. Both of them prefer girls, but Ushio likes 
cute and petite types while Sumika prefers the athletic 
outgoing girls. To complicate things, a cross dressing 
boy, Masaki, is in love with Sumika. What ever will hap-
pen to this mixed-up bizarre love triangle mess?

TAKASHI IKEDA is a veteran manga-ka. His other titles 
include 34sai Mushokusan, Fade Out, Platonic Form, and 
Rakugo Tennyo Oyui. His books have sold more than 
500,000 copies worldwide and have been translated into 
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