
...But no 

matter how 

advanced 

the 

polymers 

are...

People 
aren't 

robots, 
you know!

Mr 

Inaba

!!

No 

answer 

huh?

Hey... 
look!

It's not 

right to 

put that 

thing 

inside 

of a 

person!

...the thing

 is still 

made of 

plastic, 

right?

mur

mur

mur

mur

mur

mur

mur

mur

...

...

mur

murmur

mur

mur

mur

mur

mur
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This polymer 

gel uses the 

metabolic 

processes of 

the 

mitochondrial 

matrix...  

...and the

 TCA circuit 

to expand

 and contract

 itself

It can 

move on 

it's own?

Is that 

what he was 

showing 

off at the 

symposium?
A polymer- 

based 

artificial 

heart?

Yuko... I finally did it

...I made life from 

plastic

If we can 

affix it to

 the patient's 

weakened 

heart at the 

molecular 

level...

...it can

 assist the

 heart in its 

functions

mur

mur

mur

mur
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4 billion 

years ago 

the primordial 

sea was filled 

with only 92 

elements...

and out of 

the various 

combinations of 

those elements 

came all the 

life forms on 

earth
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Living things and 

inanimate things 

are all made 

from the same 

building blocks...

People and 

plastic are 

made from the 

same material

13



Is that 

really 

true, Sei?

Well, 

from the 

perspective 

of science

...

the 

difference 

between 

life and 

non-life...

isn't 

very big

 at all
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Yuko

I 

already 

told 

you...

It's 

alright...

I'm ready

Don't go 

worrying 

about me

now

The hospital 

director 

says that I 

still have 

lots of time 

left

To think 

that you 

and me...

are made 

out of 

the same 

thing...

makes me 

happy...

...
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...

...

Hey 

Oishi...

...what's 

wrong?
Oh...

you 

mean 

Sei?

This is 

Sei Inaba 

We've been 

friends 

for 

forever

...

He came 

all the 

way from 

Tokyo to 

see me 

knock

knock

16



Hey...

nice to 

meet 

you

Geez... 

Tokyo's 

pretty 

far

Anyway, 

my old man 

is getting 

out of the 

hospital 

today!

Really?!

That's 

Great!

Yeah well...

I'll still 

come by to 

check in on 

you...

since I 

live just 

down the 

road

See ya

 tomorrow

 Yuko!
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What the 

hell are you 

still doing 

here?!
I thought 

you lived in 

Tokyo or 

somethin'!

I decided to 

take some 

classes 

here over 

the summer

Well if 

you're so 

goddamn 

smart...

why not be a 

doctor and 

save Yuko...

You a  

geek?

Oh, what's that? 

You think 

you're just 

gonna 

walk away?

You think 

you're all 

smart and 

shit?

I'm going to 

be a chemical 

engineer...
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You think 

you're 

god 

now?

...Make 

life?

Life wasn't 

made by 

god

Life was 

made by the 

connections 

of amino acids 

and nucleic 

bases...

...by the 

proteins 

and cells 

formed 

through 

those 

bonds

And those 

cells went 

on to form 

bacteria 

and other 

organisms!

Me and you 

and Yuko...

we're all 

bacteria!

Don't you get 

it?

So I can... 

I can...!

Chill 

out 

man!

You've kept 

your head  

in books 

for too 

long

I'm going

 to make

 life
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Oh, you 

came!

My 

tests 

are 

over!

You 

can't 

run!!

grab

grab

tap
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Isn't 

it 

amazing?

Since 

I came 

here my 

irregular 

pulse has 

gotten 

better

Cause 

the air 

is great

 in this

 town!

I feel 

so much 

better!
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The 

hospital 

director 

is a 

friend of 

my dad

Oishi, me 

and sei 

were just 

talking...

Well 

that's 

easy 

enough 

to say...

but this shirt 

is no human 

being

Well if you 

really

 look at it... 

that shirt is

 Nylon, which 

you write like 

this...

N goes 

here

and H 

goes 

here...

this C 

is for 

carbon 

and...

he taught me 

that everyone,

everything, 

is made of 

the same 

thing

I hope 

they can

 cure 

me

They're 

trying

 all kinds of 

experimental 

treatments 

here

scratch
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Here is the 

formula for 

a common 

protein in 

our bodies...

Sure, they're 

too small 

to see, but 

hundreds of 

millions of 

these 

chains...

 link together 

in the 

microscopic

 world of 

chemistry

They form 

the complex 

macro

molecules 

of life

...

CO-NH
scratch

scratch
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Later

whewhuff

Come with 

me for a 

bit...
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huff

huff

I'm 

exhausted

...

There's 

some left- 

over rice 

in the 

fridge

I work at 

a  place in 

chinatown 

three days a 

week, so I'm 

pretty good in 

the kitchen

I'll 

make 

some 

fried 

rice

mur

mur

*Oishi

mur

mur
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This is 

pretty 

good

When you 

finish that 

I want you 

to teach 

me some 

stuff

Lately I've been 

thinking about 

going to night 

school I think 

I really want 

to do it

I had always 

thought 

that 

studying was 

a waste of 

my time...

That if I 

really tried, 

I might be 

able to make 

it

since my 

dad is 

as stupid 

as they 

come...

But when

 I heard

 you talking 

earlier...

about how 

everyone 

is made of 

the same 

thing...

it got 

me 

thinking...

you 

know?

What 

do you 

mean?

sniff

glug

glug
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You 

want to 

study?

Do I 

want 

to?

I don't 

know

On one

 condi

-tion...

But I 

want to 

get out 

of... this 

life

...
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Dammit...

Why 

do you 

bother?

...If you 

know 

you 

can't 

win?

...

tap

tremble
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Yuko!!

Yuko!!

Answer 

me, 

Yuko!!

Doctor!

tap

slam

slam

slam

tap

tap
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