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some big questions to get you started...
(and where to find the answers)

How big is the galaxy? 
Of course you know it’s really big, but turn to page 15 to find out just how big. You’ll also 
need to know about light-years to make sense of the answer. These are explained on the 
same page.

Does the universe contain truth and beauty? 
The answer to this question involves quarks and is found on page 27.

How about E=mc2? 
You’ve heard of it, but what does it mean? All is revealed on pages 28–32, along with the 
story of the atomic bomb.

What is life? 
Easy question, huh? Well, try and answer it yourself, and then have a look at pages 153–154.

How did life start in the first place? 
This slippery little question is tackled on pages 156–158.

Why is space called space? 
To find out, turn to page 107. 

What is the big bang theory? 
One clue: it’s not a TV series. To discover what the big bang is really all about and how a 
catholic priest invented it, flip to pages 33–37.

What do microwave ovens and exploding eggs have to do with the universe? 
Quite a lot, surprisingly! Find out how on pages 41–42.

Could wimps and machos decide the fate of the universe? 
They just might. To learn why, take a look at pages 45–46.

Why is every single person on the planet attractive? 
it has to do with apples, trees, and a brilliant but grumpy Englishman who almost died the 
day he was born. For a more useful answer, try pages 47–56.

What is a black hole? 
The scary space one is explained on pages 63–66, but for a totally different type of black 
hole, see pages 178–179.

Which famous astronomer wore a false nose and had a pet moose? 
if you don’t believe me, turn to pages 123–124.

How can light go around corners? 
Really! it can. Go and take a look at page 73. 

Is the speed of light constant? 
Like a lot of things, it depends on where you are. Find out more on pages 95–101.
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What is the difference between special and general relativity? 
What do you mean you never knew there were different types of relativity? Shame on you! Go 
straight to pages 91–106.

How do we know relativity is real and not just some crazy theory? 
That’s what scientists are for! For a quick answer, check out pages 102–106.

Did Schrödinger harm any cats in his work on quantum mechanics? 
To learn more about science’s most famous feline, take a look at pages 83–85.

Where do some scientists think it rains diamonds? 
Why wait to win the lottery? You just need a spaceship, lots of time, and a large sack. For 
directions, see page 136.

Do aliens exist? 
You could, of course, just ask one, but if you can’t find one nearby, read pages 164–166.

Why might President Jimmy Carter be the first human voice heard by aliens?
Honestly, this isn’t science fiction! For the facts, turn to pages 115–116.

If the sky is blue, why are clouds white? 
People often ask why the sky is blue, but what about clouds? Find out on page 175.

What is the biggest living organism on earth? 
Think you know this one? if what you’re thinking about isn’t three miles (4.8 km) across, 
you’re wrong. The real answer is on page 156.

How does DNA store our genetic information? 
Everyone talks about DNA these days, but do you understand it? if not, take a look at pages 
154–156.

What is the meaning of life? 
if you don’t already know the answer, read pages 176–177 to see if that helps.

Did Albert Einstein have a really big brain? 
Einstein was certainly very smart, but to find out the surprising story of his brain, flip to 
page 193.

Why is seeing so much harder than it looks? 
The answer, my friend, is buried inside your head. if you don’t want to open up your skull to 
find out, try pages 189–193 instead.

How can black and white look the same? 
To find out why seeing isn’t always believing, see page 179.

What does travel faster than light (finally proving Einstein wrong)? 
There really is one thing, and you’ll have to read the book to find out… Sorry, i can’t give 
away all of the answers! 
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